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logians, almost without exception, must take offence at the doctrine
that God is self-originated in a positive sense, and proceeds, as it
were, from a cause, I shall explain in more detail why this fashion
of speech is in this question exceedingly useful, and even necessary,
and why it seems to rne to be quite free from any suspicion of being
likely to cause offence.

I am aware that the Theologians of the Latin1 church do not
employ the word 'cause' in matters-of divinity, where they treat of
the procession of persons in the Holy Trinity, and that where the
Greeks used amoi/ and dpxrj indifferently, they have preferred to
employ the word principium alone taken in its most general sense,
lest from the usage anyone might infer that the Son was not so
great as the Father. But where no such danger of error can come
in, and the question relates to God not as a trinity but as a unity,
I see no reason why the word cause should be so much shunned,
especially when we have come to the point when it seems very
useful and almost necessary to employ the term.

No term can have a higher utility than to prove the existence
of God; and none can be more necessary than this if, without it,
God's existence cannot be clearly demonstrated.

But I think that it is manifest to all, that to consider the
efficient cause is the primary and principal, not to say the only
means of proving the existence of God. We shall not be able to
pursue this proof with accuracy, if we do not grant our mind the
liberty of asking for -an efficient cause in every case, even in that of
God; for with what right should we exclude God, before we have
proved that He exists ? Hence in every single case we must
inquire whether it is derived from itself or from something else, and
indeed by this means the existence of God may be inferred, although
it be not expressly explained what is the meaning of anything being
self-derived. For those who follow the guidance of the light of
nature alone, spontaneously form here a concept common to efficient
and formal cause alike. Hence, when a thing is derived from some-
thing else it is derived from that as from an efficient cause; but
what is self-derived comes as it were from a formal cause ; it results
from having an essential nature which renders it independent of an
efficient cause. On this account I did not explain that matter in
my Meditations, assuming that it was self-evident.

But when those who are accustomed to judge in accordance

1 Latinos Theologos: nos Theologiens, F. V.